








1991 Writers Digest 


Subject Index 


This index groups by topic all articles published in 
Writer’s Digest in 1991. Titles are listed in quotes; 
when necessary, descriptions of articies are given in 
parentheses. Because of space considerations, some 
titles have been shortened and abbreviations used 
for these columns: Chronicle (C); The Electronic 
Writer, by Ronald John Donovan (EW); Fiction, by 

- Nancy Kress (F); Hollywood Signs, which always ap- 
pears in The Markets, by John Wilson (HS); The 
Markets (M); New York Overheard, which always 
appears in The Markets, by Russell Galen (NY); Non- 
fiction, by Art Spikol (NF); Poetry, by Judson Je- 
rome (P); Scripts, by J. Michael Straczynski (S); Tip 
Sheet (TS); and Writing Life (WL). 


BOOKS FOR WRITERS 
“Finding Legal Complications,” Joan Banks, TS, 
Sept 


pt. 
“Gift Books for Writers,” Thomas Clark, Dec. 
“Measuring America’s Pulse,” TS, Feb 

“New Additions to the Writer’ s Bookshelf,” Thomas 
Clark, TS, Feb. 

“Source for Sour ces,” TS, April. 

“Specialized Dictionaries,” Fred Reenstjerna, TS, 
March. 


BUSINESS & LEGAL MATTERS 

“Art of Negotiation,” Gregg Levoy, July. 

“Copyright Fees Increase,” Ellen Kozak, TS, April. 

“Copyright Question for Writers,” Ellen Kozak, TS, 
March. 

“Dealing With Editors’ Assistants,” Linda Konner, 
TS, April. 

“Giving Business the Business,”’ Deb Vestal, TS, 





Nov. 
“Home Is Where the Office Is,” Norman Schreiber, 
Dec. 


“Questions to Help You Avoid Libel Suits,” Carla 
j Black, TS, May. 
| “The 60% Solution,” Steve Salerno, WL, July. 
Trademark Update, Michael Finn, March, June, 
Sept., Nov 


CHARACTERIZATION 
| “Allow Me to Introduce,” Kevin Anderson, Aug. 
“Are Your Friends in Your Fiction,” F, Nov. 
“The Hardest Advice to Give (and Take)” (respect- 
ing characters), Ben Nyberg, WL, Aug. 
“Labels That Stick” (character tags), Donna Bocian, 
TS, Oct. 
“Unusual Characterization Tooi,” Cindy Rieke, TS, 
April. 
| “What's Screwing Up Your Characters?” Pat Zett- 
| ner, Oct. 
“Why?” (character motivation), F, Aug. 


| CONFERENCES, CONTESTS, 
CLASSES & ORGANIZATIONS 
“Guide to Conferences,” Thomas Clark, May. 
| “Guide to Graduate Writing Programs,” Jack Hef- 
fron, Aug. 
“Guides to Script Contests,” Sura Shachnovitz, TS, 
May. 
“In Focus” (WD Writing Competition Winners), 
Jo Gilbert, Oct. 
“Playwriting Workshops,” Tom Dunn, Nov. 
“Will Your Writing Class Have Class?” F, May. 
Your Assignment, Jan.-Dec. 





EDITORS & EDITING 
“An Editor's Prerogative,” NF, March. 
“Dealing With Editors’ Assistants,” Linda Konner, 


TS, April. 
“Most Unnecessary Words,” Denise Vega-Perkins, 


, April. 
“New Bill of Writes” (editor/writer relationship), 
NF, Sept. 
“Times You're Allowed to Call Editors,” Liza Galin 
Asher, TS, Aug. 


EQUIPMENT & ELECTRONIC WRITING 

“Electronic Mailbag” (reader questions), EW, May. 

“The Eyes Have Had It” (easing eyestrain), EW, Jan. 

“Gadget Grows Up” (electronic pocket organizers), 
EW, Nov. 

“Life With the Electronic Editor” (on-line refer- 
ence), EW, Sept. 

“Plugged Into the Idea Generator,” EW, March. 

“Riding the Outbound” (Macintosh laptops), EW. 
July. 


FICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES 

“Being Smart With Magic,” Piers Anthony, Jan. 

“Change of Pace,” F, July. 

“Choosing Your Point of View,” F, Jan. 

“Colorful Way to Edit,” Jane Verby, TS, Oct. 

“Common yet Fatal Mistakes,” Jules Archer, Dec. 

“Escaping the Formula Trap,” Richard Hunt, April. 

“Finding Time to Write,” F, Oct. 

“Find Work (for characters),” Joan Banks, TS, June. 

“Just Say It Already” (writing clearly and specifi- 
cally), Robyn Carr, Nov. 

“Keep Attribution Simple,” Louis Catron, March. 

“Living With Your Ex” (exposition), F, Dec. 

“Magical Elements of Fantasy Fiction,” Matthew 
Costello, Jan. 

“Master Your Style,” Kit Reed, Sept. 

“Opening Options,” Hans Ostrom, June. 

“Pruning Your Purple Prose,” F, June. 

“Realistic Fight Scenes,” Carl Thelen, TS, Aug. 

“Romantic Encounters,” Jude Deveraux, Oct. 

“Shape and Sharpen Your Fiction,” Michael Bugeja, 
Feb. 

“Tension of Contrast,” F, Feb. 

“Test for Your Short Story Endings,” Susan Ioannou, 
TS, April. 

“That's Credible!” F, Sept. 

“Voila Style!” David Carroll, Dec. 

“Using the Flashback,” F, April. 

“Well-Packed Story,” Jeanne Muchnick, July. 

“What I Look for in a Sex Story,” Howard Mittle- 


mark, March. 

“Write and Sell 200 Novels,”” Chet Cunningham, 
July. 

“Write What Your Characters Think,”’ Terence 
Dalrymple, May. 

“Writing to Reach Young Readers,’’ Deborah 
Churchman, Aug. 


“Capturing Ideas,” Hy E. Langguth, TS, May. 
“Soaking It Up,” NF, Oct. 
“What's the Big Idea?” Gary Legwold, June. 


“Breaking Through Writer's Block,” Michael Banks, 
TS, Feb. 





“Creativity Workout,” Peter Leschak, Nov. 
“Eliminating Trivial Pursuits,” Judy Delton, Oct. 
First Bylines, Jan. 

“In Memory of Judson a C, Dec. 

“Keep the Words Coming,” 

“My WL Best Writing Tip,’ ‘Boner Thomas Young, 


July. 
“Popping the Question” (beginning writers’ ques- 
tions), F, March. 
“Quit Your Day Job,” Dana Cassell, April. 
“Rejuvenate Your Creativity,” J. Kevin Wolfe, TS, 
ril. 


“Rx for Breaking Block,” Sept. 
“Self-Help Group for Writers,” Isaac Slechter, TS, 
Ai 


ug. 

“Steps to the Top,” Deanie Francis Mills, Jan. 

“Taking as Long as It Takes,” Claudia O’Keefe, WL, 
Feb. 

“Timeless Advice” (production vs. time quotas), 
Jack Bickham, WL, May. 

“Use Driving Time,” Norman Julian, TS, Aug. 

“When Fovr Equals One’”’ (rewriting), Ryerson 
Johnson, WL, May. 

“Writing Blind,” Dallas A. Brauninger, C, March. 


INTERVIEWING 

“Conducting Interviews Through an Interpreter,” 
Mary-Lane Kamberg, TS, Feb. 

“How to Write Q&A,” Greg Daugherty, May. 

“Ordinary People, Extraordinary Sales” (profiles), 
Hank Nuwer, Nov. 

“The Playboy Interviewer” (Lawrence Grobel), 
John Wood, Oct. 


LANGUAGE USE 

“Separating Word Pairs,’’ Hal Blythe & Charlie 
Sweet, TS, July. 

“Good Usage and Good Taste,” Richard Lederer, 
June. 

Grammar Grappler, Richard Lederer, Jan.-Dec. 

“These Words Are Nevertheless Increasingly Used” 
— words), Barbara Petoskey, WL, 


Write yt My pal Willard Espy, Jan., Feb. 
“You Bet Your...” (curse words), WL, Oct. 


“Boycotting the Boycotters,” NF’, April. 
“From the Corners of Our Eyes,” Robert Pope, C, 
Oct. 


“Gifts for Writers,” Nov. 

“Growing Up to Be a Child,” Marcia Wood, C, May. 

“Home Is Where the Office Is,” Norman Schreiber, 
Dec. 


“ ‘It Doesn’t Work’ Doesn't Work,” Steve Salerno, 
C, June. 

“It’s Not an Elephant,” William John Watkins, WL, 
Oct. 


“Labors of Love,” Stanley Hochman, C, Nov. 

“The Most Public Library of All,” Douglas Donald- 
son, WL, Nov. 

“The Only Wall Between Us and the Dark,” Ralph 
Schoenstein, C, July. 

“Picketers’ Lines’’ (responses to “Boycotting,” 
April), NF, Aug. 

“Postmarks From the Edge,” Mary Ellen Strote, C, 


April. 
“Profile of a Censor,” John Wakefield, C, Aug. 
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“The Short End of the Shtick?” Larry Tritten, C, 
Feb 


“Situation Comic?” L.P. Ferrante, C, Sept. 
“The Title King,” Larry Tritten, WL, Sept. 
“Writer-in-Residence,” Stephen Reid, C, Jan. 


MARKETING/SUBMITTING ADVICE 

“Avoiding Poetry Publishing Pitfalls,” Michael Bu- 
geja, Aug. 

“Breaking in at the Biggest Publishers,” Russell 
Galen, June. 

“The Bulletproof Book Proposal,” Robert Bly, July. 

“Contrarian Marketing,” NY, July. 

“Get ,- a out of Your Publisher,” Tracy Cabot, 


“The ftigher Cost of Mailing Manuscripts,” TS, May. 
“If It’s July, This Must Be Christmas,” Debbie Bouzi- 
den, April. 
“Just a Little Bit L fferent,” NY, May. 
“Keep the Thrill in Your Thriller,” NY, March. 
“The Magazine Writer's Marketing Edge,” Jay Stul- 
ler, Aug. 
“Marketing Your Poems,” P, May. 
“One Caution When Selling Your Work Overseas,” 
Eugene Patron, TS, March. 
“One Tip to Avoid Living at the P.O.,” by Sue Olson, 
TS, Nov. 
“Revisiting the Query Letter,” NF, July. 
“Sell Your Play,” Sura Shachnovitz, May. 
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Dick Schaaf, March. 
“Survive When Magazine Markets Change,” Mark 
Henricks, Jan. 
“Tactics for Tooting Your Own Horn,” Betsy Mitch- 
ell, il. 
“Tips for Beginning Freelancers,” Liza Galin Asher, 
June. 
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Tools,” Paul & Nancy Franklin, TS, Feb. 
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“Kids’ Scripts,” M, July, Aug. 
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“Common yet Fatal Mistakes,” Jules Archer, Dec. 

“Criteria for Salable Ideas," Louise Boggess, TS, 
Aug. 

“Frames to Support Your Articles,” Jane Harrigan, 
July. 

“Ts it Fact—or Merely Nonfiction,” NF, Feb. 

“Judged by Their Covers’(writing headlines), NF, 
June. 

“Let Shakespeare Do It” (using quotations), NF, 
May. 

“Moving Readers With Ease” (transitions), Sally-Jo 
Bor 


wman, Dec. 

“Non-Friction” (clumping facts), Ted Cheney, Feb. 

“Personal Essay Revealed,” Herbert Hadad, Sept. 

“Roads to Better Article Openings,” Marshall Cook, 
March. 

“Sins of Essay Writing,” Diane Salvatore, Sept. 

“Soaking It Up,” NF, Oct. 

“Tell the Truth, but Tell a Story,” Dave Zinn, June. 

“Thinking and Rethinking” (leads), NF, Jan. 

“Voila Style!” David Carroll, Dec. 

“Wanted: Trades Writers,” Lisa Napell, Jan. 

“Win Readers (and Editors),”” Peter Jacobi, Dec. 

“Writing Articles on Unfamiliar Topics,” Robert 
Keeler, TS, July. 

“Writing Travel Articles,” Sharon Lloyd Spence, TS, 
Nov. 


“The (Consenting) Adult Market,” Carolyn Banks, 
March. 

“Getting Great Ideas for Your Greeting Cards,” 
Molly Wigand, Feb. 

“The Hip New Horror Market,” NY, Jan. 

“Serendipitous Sales” (column collections), NY, 
Sept. 





“Taking Up the Inspirational Challenge,” William 
Gentz, Se 

“Writing Client-Sponsored Business Magazine Arti- 
cles,” Audrey Fisher, TS, April. 


POETRY 
“Avoiding Poetry Publishing Pitfalls,” Michael Bu- 
geja, Aug. 
“Cliché Poems,” John Engle, TS, July. 
“Composition 101,” P, Sept. 
“Feed the Meter,” P, Aug. 
“Fighting the Great 4 ” P, Oct. 
“Forget Publishing,” 
“Get Attention With Toni.” P, June. 
“T'm Talking to You,” P, March. 


“Kicking Some Assonance” a poetry | 


readings), Joan Logghe, WL, June. 
“The Making of “The Photos,’ ” iene Wakoski, Nov. 
“The Online Rhyme,” P, April. 
“Questions for a Poem’s First Draft, 
Ghigna, TS, Feb. 


“Reason and Passion,” P, Feb. 


” Charles 


“Selling Your First Poetry Collection,”’ Michael | 


Bugeja, Oct. 
“Those Are the Breaks,” P, Jan. 
“Tuning in the Ancient Music,” P, Nov. 
“The Villanelle,” P, Dec. 


Barker, Clive—‘“‘Trust Your Vision,” W.C. Stroby, 
March. 

Dorris, Michael and Erdrich, Louise—“‘A —— 
of Minds,” Michael Schumacher, June. 


i | 
| 





| 
| 
| 





| | 


“Richard Ford’s Creative Spark,” Michael Schu- | 


macher, May. 


“Alice Fulton’s Powers of Poetry,” Barbara Petosky, | | 


Sept. 

Grafton, Sue —“‘B Is for Bestseller,” Lorenzo Carcat- 
erra, Jan. 

Grobel, Lawrence —“A Conversation With the Play- 
boy Interviewer,” John Wood, Oct. 

Johnson, Rheta Grimsley — “Paid to Make a Point,” 
George Wilson, Jan. 

O'Brien, Tim— “Writing Stories From Life,” Miciiael 
Schumacher, April. 

“The Breakthrough of Marianne Wiggins,” Michael 
Schumacher, Feb. 


“Facts Can Make Problems for You,”’ Sandra Dark, 
TS, Jan. 


“Finding Legal Complications,” Joan Banks, TS, | | 


Sept. 
“Freelancer’s Guide to the Capital City,” TS, Nov. 


“Information for Travel Writers,” Charlene Mires, 


TS, Jan. 
“Measuring America’s Pulse,” TS, F 





“Oakland's Public Interest Library,” ” Pred Setter- 


berg, TS, Sept. 
“Shop for Article-Enriching Little Horrors,” Jane 
Easter Bahls, TS, Sept. 


“Source for Quick Information,” Lawson Dumbeck, | 


TS, Nov. 
“Source for Sources,” TS, April. 


“Specialized Dictionaries,” Fred Reenstjerna, TS, | 
March 


arch. 
“Unusual Reference Source,” TS, Jan. 


SCRIPTS 

“After the Sale,” S, Feb. 

“Escape the Vacuum,” HS, October. 

“The Ghostwriter’s Payoff’ (Bruce Joel Rubin), HS, 


Aug. 
“Guides to Script Contests,” Sura Shachnovitz, TS, | | 


May. 
“The Killing Field” (TV mystery), S, Dec. 
“The Non-Writing Life,” HS, June. 
“Now Playing: Planet Earth,” HS, April. 
“Posted Notes,” S, Oct. 
“Realistic Fight Scenes,” Ay -- Thelen, TS, Aug. 
“The Sale’s the Thing, * April. 


“Scripting the Company thee ”" Mandy Matson, Sept. | 


“Sell Your Play,” Sura Shachnovitz, May. 

“Story Driven,” HS, Dec. 

“What'd he Say? What'd You Mean?”, S, June. 

“Writing for the Listening Audience,” S, Aug 

“Writing Plays for Young Audiences,” 
aschinot, July. 


Michael 
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that he never got tired of helping his | 
| readers love poetry the way he did, 
| whether they sold it or not. I know he 


| 


| | had integrity and used it when he wrote | 


| about his subject. I was always happy to | 


| share the space with him; even colum- 

| nists may be judged by the company they 

keep. All in all, the guy wrote more than 
| 300 colurnns about poetry for WD alone. 


And take it from me as a columnist: They | 
| couldn’t pay you enough to do that un- | 


less it really burned inside you—and if it 


| burned inside you the way that it burned | 


inside Jud, death is about the only thing 
that could’ve put out the fire. 
| Sleep well, poet. 
| 


The Therapeutic State 
by Judson Jerome 


Doctor, I hear voices. 
Tell me what 
they seem to say. 

Doctor, this is real. 
Tell me how it seems. 

I dream of tunnels, 
walls of petal. Doctor, I am wading 
in feathers. 

What kinds of feathers? 
Black, and the air 
is music. 
What kind of music? 
Whale. 
You think 
that you hear whales? 
Not hear so much as feel 
blunt throbbing of penetration, hemi- 
spheres 
of brain knitting along their edges, 
glow 
of lava, squeal of glacial scrape, the 
sear 
of stars, the salt of flesh. Just listen, 
Doctor, 
how rootlets munch the minerals in 
your veins. 


And do you often have these dreams? 
Doctor, 

I never wake, I only dream of waking. 

And you are a disappearing smile in 
the air. 

I can no longer hear, no longer read 

the lines on your diploma. You are me 

absorbed like sunlight in my balmy 
cure. 


Carpé Diem 
by Judson Jerome 
Our daughter has been using my 
razor. I found 
it soapy on the bathroom sink. 
Please finish your coffee and come 
back to bed. 
It’s later than we think. | 





—Art Spikol | 
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